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inn January 18, 1901 

couraged and we are undeceived. When that which is respectable is 
no longer respected, then only fear can repress crime. 

The fine of 100 mil reis, imposed on physicians who fail to notify 
cases of plague, is ridiculous as a penalty, for, as a rule, it is converted 
into a much-desired advertisement of mercenary villainy. Its moral 
effect is null, since the notion of morality is substituted by the exclusive 
desire for gain. 

I beg, then, that your excellency will deign to support our efforts in 
benefit of public health, and will adopt severe measures for repressing 
such revolting abuses. After having secured the public interest from 
the trickery of such pirates, I shall have the honor to propose to your 
excellency the organization of the service ascertaining the total number 
of deaths, and then, and not till then, shall we be able to extirpate epi- 
demic foci and preserve this capital from the disastrous endemic already 
dreaded of the plague. 

Bills of health. 

Since last report the following-named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health of this office : November 26, bark Herbert Black, 
American, for Pascagoula ; steamship Flaxman, British, for New York ; 
steamship Britannia, British, for Newport, Va. November 29, barken- 
tine, Josephine, American, for Baltimore. December 1, steamship 
Buff on, British, for New York. December 4, bark Gulf Stream, British, 
for New York. December 6, steamship Cyprian Prince British, for 
New York. December 12, bark Innerwick, British, for Darien, Ga. 
December 15, bark Valuta, Norwegian, for Pensacola. 

Bespectfully, W. Havelburg, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon- General, U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

CHINA. 
Certification of food products destined for the United States. 

Hongkong, China, December 10, 1900. 

Sir: In further reply to Bureau order dated December 8, 1900, direct- 
ing me to "certify food products originating in uninfected localities," 
I have the honor to report that the steamship companies are required 
to. submit for inspection all shipping orders prior to loading the cargo. 
These shipping orders after being compared with the consular invoice, 
are signed and bear the consular seal, any prohibited article being 
plainly crossed out. This method was adopted because the manifests 
are in most eases made after the vessel leaves the port, from the shipping 
orders ; where the manifest is made out and can be compared with the 
invoices it is signed. 

Practically all food products going to America originate in and around 
Canton, probably the worst infected district in China. 

A history is often unobtainable and in that case any article at all lia- 
ble to convey infection is rejected. 

I have been informed that feathers and human hair are often shipped 
from Canton to New York via Genoa and in that case might not pass 
through this office provided the goods were transshipped at the latter 
port. 

Bespectfully, John W. Kerr, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon- General, U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 



